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SERMON 


Preacht in the 


Parochial | Church 
= NZ c 77 O LAS 


In the CIT Y ot 


WORCESTER, 


On Wedneſday the 19" of January, 
Being the Day of the General FAST. 


By THOMAS COOKE, M. A. and 


Rector of the ſaid PARIS H. 


PUBLISH-T 


At the Requelt of the Gentlemen, and other Inhabitants 
at a Veſtry Meeting. 


— 


Whereunto is added 


A Short Account of the Lamentable and Remarkable Fire 
at Worceſter, wherein a whole Family of Nine Perſons 
periſht in the Flames. 
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Printed by Leonard Lichfield, for Joha Butler Bockſelle. 
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ro the GENTLEMEN, and Other the Inhahi- 


tants of the Pariſh of St. Nzcho/as, in the 
City of Worceſler. 


GENTLEMEN, cr. 


OU Have ſo juſt a Title to all my Religious Labours , 

F that I muſt not refuſe togratify you in any Part of 

them, you think Uſeful to ycur Selves. 

The Sermon was indeed never intended for any further Pub- 
lication than the Confines of our Parochial Church : which 
(though an old Thread-bare Excuſe) is yet the beſt Apology it 
carries with it for its Deſects. I am too Conſcious, it might 
have been more Correct, and had been ſo, if ever intended 
for the Publick : But you have honeſtly what you askt for, with- 
out Amendments ; and it is but natural for you to Protect 
and Foſter, what your Selves have bronght into the World. 

The whole Scope and Purport of the Diſcourſe, is to beget 
| in you, Humility towards your God, Modeſty towards your 

Selves, Charity towards your Neighbours, and an hearty 
Zeal for the Good of your whole People. And if the Publiſh- 
ing of this may contribute to all, or any of theſe Ends, I am 
ſure I am as happy in your Requeſt, as you can ſuppoſe your 
ſelves in my Conceſſion ; For if ever there were a time for 
General Humiliations, and an Univerſal Penitence, it is now, 
while the Rod is actually ſtretched out, and the Chaſtiſements 
of the Almighty's Wrath appear, in terrifying Inſtances of 


amazing Judg ments. 

We read of Four ways of puniſhing Jeruſalem for her Sins, kei 
which God calls his Four fore Tudements, viz. Famine, '* *" 
Noiſom- Beaſts, the Sword, and Peſtilence ; and to parallel 
theſe at Home, and in our Colonies Abroad, God hath called 
70 us, as loudly as He did to them, and hath awakened us by as 
many Judgments ; he hath proclaim'd his Indig nation, and 
thundered out his Wrath againſt us, by Fires, Inundations, 
Storms, and Earthquakes: This is the Language of a pro- 
voked Deity, *tis thus he talks with Sinners. 

To this you may add the Sword, a Fifth ſore Jude ment, 
which though not unſbeath'd in England, batt *** 
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He. 13 v7. 


Iſo. 58. v6, 


The Epiſtle DEDICATORY. 


Ham the Repetition of theſe, (my Brethren) or the E x:c1. 
tion of a more General Calamity, Nothing but our real Peni. 
tence can ſecure us: Believe me, for I am in earneſt, as he that 
Watches for your Souls. It js not the Day you lately kept in 
Iiumiliation, that coul compleat the Duty a General Fa, 
implies. Iu this Solemnity we are to call our Ways to Remem- 
brance ; But how can this be done in the Limits of « ſingle Day? 
The Prophet enlarges this Duty, and that ſo far, that I think 
our Lives may be well ſuppoſed to be wholly ſpent in the Per- 
formance: It is to looſe the bands of Wickedneſs, to let 
the Opprelled go free, and that we break every Yoke; 1: 
is to deal our Bread io the Hungry, and to bring the Poor 
that are caſt out, into our Houſes, when we ſee the Naked that 
we cover him, and that we hide not our ſelves from our onn 
Fleſh. Theſe Duties our Reaſon will inform us, are not ter- 
minable in a Day, and the ſame Reaſon will zo leſs convitt us 
of the Motives we have towards them; There is the Authority 
of your Governors, There is your own Intereſt, and the Calls 
of God Almighty, and I beſeech you to conſider the Neceſſity of 
Anſwering when God calls you to Repentance. 

Confider that his light Chaſtiſements on Perſonal Offenders , 
are intended only to prevent their Ruine; and his [ſmaller 
TFudgments on Towns, or Families, are meant to forewarn ut 


of National Vengeances and Calamities. 


That theſe preſſing Inſtances may have their deſired Effect, 
That theſe Weighiy Conſiderations may move us to the One 
Thing Neelie » That we may with one Mind, and 
one Mouth, ſo powerfully ſupplicate , and ſo ſucceſsfully pre- 
vail with the Almighty , that He will Vouchſafe to avert the 
ſeeming impending Vengeance, That we may Bleſs Him for Fs 
Mercy, Adore Him for His Compaſſion, Extol Him for His 
Clemency, and ever Laud and Magnify His Holy, Glorious 
Name, is the hearty Prayer of bim that earneſtly Wiſhes yout 
Salvation and is in all Affection and Duty, 


Your Real humble Servant, 


5 


Luke XIII. 45. 


Except ye Repent, ye fhall all 
likewiſe perifh. 


guage of Him that came to call $n- 
ners to Repentance, and they con- 


FR | H ESE Words are the awakening Lan- 


ſequently require the Attention of every 
one, that hath Modeſty enough to acknow- 
ledg himſelf a Sinner: They were at firſt 
| ſpoken to the Jews, a People ſo Opiniative 
of their own Righteouſneſs, that they arro- 
| gantly boaſted of that Holineſs, which (had 
they in reality poſſeſt) had inſtructed them 
in the exact Reverſe, The utmoſt Inſtances 


of Humility. But through this Arrogance 
it was, that they aſſumed a Religious Cha- 
racter above all other People, and hence they 


| learnt to paſs raſh Judgments on the World; 


and ſuppoſing themſelves more Holy than 
other Men, they made a cenſorious Con- 
ſtruction of all Misfortunes, that they were 
3 ſtill 


* 


By 
ſtill executed, as the moſt remarkable Punith- 
ments for the greateſt and moſt notorious 
Sins. 

To ſuch a fort of Phariaical Pretenders 
you may ſuppoſe our Saviour ſpeaking at 
this time; T here were preſent at that Sea- 
ſon ſome that told bim of the Galileans, 


whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled with their 


Sacrifices ; and about this time you may 
conjecture that other Misfortune happend, 
that the Teuer in Siloam fell and flew the 
E1ghteen, ſpoken of in the Context: but our 
Saviour in the plaineſt Terms, and the 
ſharpeſt Language, checks the Arrogance of 
all ſuch raſh Cenſurers of their Brethren, 
Think ye, ſays he, that thoſe Galileans ere 
Srnners above all the Galileans ; or, zhoſe 
Fighteen, were Sinners above all that anvelt 
at ſeruſalem? 7 zell you, Nay : but except ye 
Repent, ye hall all N periſh. 

In our Obſervations upon theſe Words 
we may, 

Hint, Perceive a Prohibition againſt rail 
Judgments on our Brethren's Calamities; 


and this Obſervation will be the more rc 


markably impreſt, by being conſider' d, 
Secondly,\W ith this ſubſequent Reaſon, 2 


Becauſe we have every one of us ſo great a 
1 weight 


rr 


E 74 


weight of our own Tranſgreſſions, that let 
the ſudgment be what it will, we obſerve to 
| have befallen Others, we may conſciouſly 


ſnite upon our own Breaſts, and confels our 
ſelves guilty Miſcreants, liable and obnox1- 
ous to the ſame, or the like Vengcance. 
From both Theſe, I ſhall endeavour, 
Thirdly, To deſcribe, as pathetically and 


lively as I can, by way of Parallel, the ſeveral 
* Cata/irophe s that have befallen particular 
* Perſons, 0 Families, in this Nation, (the 


preſent Occaſion of this Solemnity;) and 
Laſtly, 1 ſhall ſtimulate, and incite, the 


great Intended Buſineſs of the Day, a Gene- 
ral and Unfeigned Penitence and Humili— 
ation; for Except we Repent, we /hall 
; likewiſe periſh. 


Fir/i then, We may obſerve a Pr ohibition, 


| imply'd in theſe Words, againſt any raſh. 


ſudgments, or Cenſures on our Brethren s 


| Calamities ; Thin ye that they were Sinners 
| more than Others? I fell you, Nay, ſays our 
Saviour. There is ſo great a Partiality dit- 
cernable in our humane Natures, that we 


are oftentimes tempted to judge with too 


much Favour, in the Determination of our 


own Guilt, while we aſſume a Latitude of 
Judging Others, according to the niceſt In- 
. ter. 


[4] 

terpretation, and the narroweſt Conſtruction 
of the Laws they are ſuppoſed to violate: 
This is an Obſervation than which nothing 
1s more obvicus and familiar, inſomuch that 
you oftentimes hear Men juſtifying their 
own Integrity, upon the account of another 
Man's Vices that haye the Misfortune to 
be open to the World; whilit their own are 
all concealed, and, like their Conſciences, 
dormant and ſecure. 

I ſhall therefore arraign this Vice before 
you, under theſe Two heightning Aggrava- 
tions: ä 

Hint, That it is the utmoſt Breach of Cha- 
rity, and conſequently moſt highly Inju- 
rious to our Neighbour. 
| Secondly, That when we come to make a 
ſerious Reflection, it is the leaſt Satisfactory 
j to our ſelves, and can afford no real Comfort, 
nor any thing that can be pleaſing to a Re- 
ligious Mind. 
| Jar, That it is the utmoſt Breach of 
Charity, and conſequently moſt highly 
Injurious to our Neighbour. Tis no little 
part of that large Character, by which the 
. Apoltle deſcribes Charity, that it believeth all 
things, and hopeth all things ; that is, in re- 
ſpect of another Man's Character, it Pe 
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UF * 
eth all things that it hears of Good of him , 
and hopeth all things of Evil it heareth of 
him, are either not true, or elſe that he will 
ſpeedily by good Admonition be reclaimed, 
and become Virtuous. Again, Tis ſaid of 
Charity, that it vaunteth not it ſelf, ne- 
ther is it puffed up ; that is, a truly Chari— 
tably minded Man hath always modeſt 
humble Thoughts of his own Accomplith- 
ments, his own Integrity and Virtue, and is 
ſo far from vaunting, boaſting, or compare- 
ing himſelf with other Men, that his only 
Thoughts are, Not how nuch he is better 
than the Notorious and Debauchd , the 
Vicious and Prophane, by proſecuting a Re- 
ligious Courſe of Life, but how far he may 
be able to Imitate thoſe that he obſerves 05 
be ſtrictly Virtuous; how far he may be 
taught Temperance by the abſtemious, Obe— 
dience by the diligent, and Devotion by 
the aſſiduous Frequenters of the Altars, and 
Temples of him who is the Lord of Sabbath. 
Again, Tis ſaid of Charzzy, that it reſeyceih 
uot in Iniquily, but rejoyceth in the Truth ; 
by rejoycing not in Iniquity, can be meant 
nothing elſe, but either that the truly Cha- 
ritable Man can have no Pleaſure in Wicked- 
neſs, nor the Proſecution of any ſort of 
Vice, 
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[6 ] 
Vice; orelſe (which ſeems indeed the moſt 
natural Conſtruction) that the Charitable 
Man, hath no Pleaſure to obſerve the Ini- 
quity of his Neighbour, by which he ſees him 
periſh ; he rejoyceth not at the Wickedneſs 
which he ſees his Neighbour perpetrate , 
and which he knows muſt lead him to his 
Ruine; but inſtead of it, he rejoyceth in the 
Truth, that 1s, he rejoyceth that he hath 
found the way of Truth, whereby to guide 
iis Paths, that he hath found the Truth of the 
Hely Goſpel, and the Truth of Chriſt therein 
promulgd unto the World; he rejoyceth 
alſo that the Worid are Enlightned by this 
Truth, that the bright Beams of the Holy 
Goſpel have thone through ſo great a part of 
te Gentile World, and that Truth and 


Knowledg have ſo happily ſucceeded Error 


and Falſhood. Now he that Cenſures his 
Neighbour for his Wickedneſs, and con- 
cludes him to be a Perſon more Vicious than 
Himſelf , becauſe he ſees him more Unfor— 
tunate, more expoſed to Miſery and Calami- 
ties,doth at once break through all the Rules 
of this Part of the Character of Chariiy that 
I have recounted, and renders himſclt really 
worſe than the Man he judges: for inſtead ol 
having a fayourable Opinion , and Hoping 

| the 


© 

the beſt of his Neighbour, this is Arraign- 
ing and Condemning him, by a Court with- 
in himſelf, which 1s of no Authority , and 
uſurping that Province, which the Almigh- 
ty hath Juſtly reſerved unto himlelt : And 
inſtead of hoping to ſee him happily reclaim- 
ed by his Admonition, he gives him up ar 
once to Satan; concludes the Almighty hath 
withdrawn his Mercy , becauſe he hath 
ſhewn his Rod; and uncharitably ſuppoſeth 
the Chaſtiſements of this World, to be only 
the earneſt, and forerunning of Damnation. 
And whereas 'tis ſaid of the Charitable Man, 
that he vaunzeth not himſelf , neither is he 
puffed up; How can this be reconciled to 
him, that with the Boaſting Phar:/ee, gives 
GOD Thanks hat he ts not as he ſees ſome 
others? He, perhaps, may be no Adulterer, 
no Thief, no Murderer; but forgets to re- 
count the many Inſtances in which he hath 
faibd of his Duty; that he is, perhaps, in 
the mean-while an Oppreflor, or he is Co- 
vetous, or he is Luxurious, or in many other 
caſes Sinful; and that the moſt Perfect upon 
all the Earth, cannot yet be without his Fail- 
ings, and that Ye Righteous falleth Seven 
mes a Day. And whereas tis ſaid of the 


Charitable Man, that he rejoyceth not in 
In- 


[8 ] 
Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the Truth, How 
can this be true of him, that, with a ween- 
ing ſort of Complacency, obſerves his Neigh 
bour's Downfal; and with a ſcornful Re- 
proach, and a taunting ridiculing Jeſt, in- 
ters the Guilt from the Obſervation of the 
Puniſhment; and paſles an uncharitable raſh 
Sentence, without the leaſt thought of Com- 
miſeration, Pity, or Mercy? 

But we will ſuppoſe, for once, that all this 1s 
true,that when Gop extends his Vengeance,he 
doth in earneſt Puniſh us for our Sins, that 
theſe Obſervations, however Uncharitable, 
are {till true; that when theſe officious Obſer- 
vators make their Remarks, Such a one was 
an Adulterer, he is juſtly Unhappy in his 
Wife. Such a one was Riotous and De- 
baucht, tis Juſt upon him that he wanteth 
Bread. Such a one was an Unkind Parent, he 
is juſtly Unhappy in his Children. We will 
ſuppoſe, I ſay, that all this is true, and that 
GoD is in the mean-while really and actu- 
ally Puniſhing Men for their Sins, by ſuch a 
juſt method of Retaliation; which, when all 
is done, is a Puniſhment we ought not only to 
endure, but to rejoyce under, and give Go 
Thanks for it: Becauſe it is the moſt natural 
means (if it doth ſo happen) by which * 
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| Wiſdoin of God, thinks proper to make us 
* ſenſible of the Crimes for which he puniſhes. 


Allowing therefore all theſe raſh Judg- 


ments to be notwithſtanding Juſt, let us en- 
| quire, 


Secondly , How far 'tis yet Satisfactory to 


our ſelves, and reconcileable and conſiſtent 
with a true Spirit of Chriſtianity. It is ob- 
ſervable of our Saviour, that when he came 
to be Incarnate here on Earth, when he left 
his Heaven, his Rays of immortal, incon— 
ceivable Bleſſedneſs, to be the Sacrifice for 
ſinful Men; it is obſervable of him, that it 


was not the Miſeries he underwent, it was 


not the Reproach and Infamy, nor even the 
Torments of the Croſs it ſelf, that ſo much 
affected and diſturbed his Mind, as it was the 


Sins of Mankind, which had ſo juſtly pro- 


voked, and incenſed an angry GO, ſo as to 
require ſuch a Sacrifice to atone their Guilt; 


and this is inferable from the inordinate 
Paſſion, you may obſerve in him the Night 
before his Suffering: It is not to be ſuppo- 
led there was in Chriſt a greater natural Ter- 
ror, or a greater Puſillanimity, and Poor- 
neſs of Spirit, than ſhould be found (at leaſt) 
in other Men; yet never was there ſuch an 


| Inſtance of Concern obſerved in the Memory 


B of 


(#6) 


of the World before: Do but refle& on 


his Retirement to the mournful Garden, 
and tell me, What Inſtance of amazing Ter- 
rors, of approaching Miſery, ever yet pro- 
duced ſuch unheard- of Conſequences as this; 
But, What ſhould be the Reaſon of all this ? 
It was not Cowardize, it was not Fear: 
For how could He be Afraid to Die, who was 
Himſelf the Prince of Life ? Or, How could 
He be ſuppoſed to Tremble at any Terrors of 
the Grave, who was Himſelf the Reſurrecti- 
on and the Life? But, alas! It was the ſenſe 
of Human Guilt, which brought Him to en- 
dure that Miſery for Human Souls; it was 
the melancholly Confideration of the Dead- 

lineſs of Sin, and the profeſt Hatred the Al- 

mighty had to it, which ſpread over his 

Face the afflicting Cloud. You muſt now 

ſuppoſe Him Perſonating the whole Species 

of Men for whom he Died; he is now Per- 

ſonating all the guilty Criminals through- 

out the World; The Murderers, the Adul- 

terers, the Profaners, the Blaſphemers, the 
Covetous, with all other ſorts of Sinners, are 
repreſented in this one Inſtance of the Inno- 
cent, the Immaculate, the Perfect, tho' the 
Unhappy, the Unpitied Dying Sacrifice. And 
what leſs than this could haye produced ſuch 
Pro- 


19 


Prodigies of Penitence, ſuch tranſcending 
paſſionate Devotion? We cannot ſufficiently 


conſider what is meant, when tis ſaid of 


him, that he took our Sins upon him: Do but 
take a right Notion of Sin, and of God's 


Juſtice , and tell me, What exanimating 


Thoughts, what anxious Torment mult 
He endure, that had the Sins of all the 
World upon him. 
his Deportment under it, at the Melanchol- 
ly Gethſemane, and tell me, Whether the 
© Burden He ſuſtain d, were not a Burden of 
E Univerſal Wickedneſs ; and that He became 
our Spiritual Atlas, to ſtoop under the Bur— 
den of the Sins of all the World. Do but 
E conſider and obſerve his Agony, and then 
tell me, What Affliction of Mind produced a 
| Conſequence ſo ſurprizing; or, What Devo- 
tion was ever rais'd fo high? 


And do but conſider 


The utmoſt ſenſe of Guilt in private Men 


can produce no more than Sighs and Tears; 
nor can the moſt Religious Penitent pay a Sa- 
erifice of ought beyond: but where the Sins of 
all the World are concenter'd on the Head of 
One, and all to be Petition d for by the Mouth 
of one humble Supplicant, for want of Eyes 
to Weep, each Pore contributes Tears, and 
every Vein ſupplies that Fountain with 


B 2 Bloody 


(12 ] 
Bloody Drops, Emblems of the intended 
greater Streams. 

Now if Sin, as Sin, was thus afflicting 

to our Saviour Chriſt, and if the Advice 

 __ of the Apoſtle be good, that the ſame mind 

" ""ſbould be in us, as was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus , 

I would gladly ask all cenſorious Judges 

of their Brethren, Where the ſecret Plea- 

ſure lies? Whether they have imitated 

their Redeemer in his profeſt Hatred, and 

Abhorrence of Sin, or in his Pity and Com- 

miſeration of the wretched guilty Criminals? 

When without Reluctancy, or without Re- 

proof, without any Pity, or any Care, they 

can look upon their Brethren's Sin, and 

behold the conſequential Puniſhment, and 

Reproach them for both, as if they were ut- 

| terly Unconcernd themſelves; not conſider- 

1 ing, that we have every One of us ſo great 
| 


1 
; Phil. 
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| a Weight of our own Tranſgreſſions, that 
Il let the Judgment be what it will we obſerve 
[i to have befallen others, we may conſcioully 
|| {mite upon our own Breaſts, and confels 
1 our ſelves guilty Miſcreants, liable and ob- 
= noxious to the ſame, or the like Vengeance. 
1 Which is the Second thing Obſervable from 
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1 the words. | 
1 It might be an Argument ſufficient to any 
| rea- 


[ 13 ] 

reaſonable Man, to conſider that it was the 
Obſervation only of a Barbarous People, in 
the Iſland of Melita, who made that Inſer— 
ence of St. Paul, that he was undoubtedly 
a Murderer, when the Viper faStened upou 
his Hand, whom though he had eſcaped the 
Danger of the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffered 
not to live. But it this be not ſufficient, 
you may have recourſe to the poſitive Com- 
mand of Jeſus Chriſt, who gives this Ad- 
vice, Judge not, that ye be not judeed ; for 


with what Meaſure ye mete to others, it hi 


be meaſured to you again. This is ſo admi— 
rable a Rule, that it ſets a Man firſt of all 
upon the great Duty of Self- reflection, and 
teaches you the proper way of billing out your 
on Beams, before you pretend to dilcover 


your Brother's Motes - It is always my Bul:- 


neſs, ( but eſpecially at this tune) to Awa- 
ken every One to a Senſe of this great Duty of 
Repentance, whenſomany Dangersfrom with- 


out, and ſo great a Senſe of Guilt within, do 


both contribute to Perſwade: But this Task 


will be more facilitated, by that time I have 


made out this one Aſſertion: 

That the moſt Righteous of us all is not yet 
ſo perfect, as to ſay, I have not deſerved any 
kind of Vengeance the Wiſdom of the Al- 

mighty 


* | 
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mighty ſhall think fit to inflict upon me. 

It is the Almighty's Obfervation upon the 
Old World, That he /ooked down, and ſaw that 
the Thoughts of Man's Heart were evil, only 
Evil continually And this was the Occaſion 
of that Great and Univerſal Deluge; and I 
wiſh I could fay, we had any better Security 
for a more Religious Appellation than they, or 
that we could produce Authority for a more 


Religious Title. Tis ſaid of the Old World, 
Al Fleſh had corrupted their way upon Earth, 


and Where is that Perſon amongſt us, that 
can boaſt an unerring Path ? 

There is a great deal more indeed may be ſaid 
for the Old World, than can be for this; their 
Religion was all rude and uninſtructed, they 
had no Revelation to inform them, no Rules to 
guide them in it; we have all imaginable Light 
to improve our Reaſon, and what is yet be- 
yond all that, (would we but conſider and 
improve it) we have their Fall and De- 


ſtruction as our Monitors againſt the Proſe- 


cution of their Crimes; they had no Laws, 


but that of Nature, we have the Sum of 
all our Duty comprized in Ten Command- 
ments; And who 1s there among us that hath 
not Broke them all? Ido not mean as to the 
groſs Act of Violation of them, for that l _ 
there 


171 
there are many, very many Innocent; but 
there are ſo many ways of Violating the Com- 
mandments without that, (I fear I may ſay 
it without a Breach of Charity) that there 
is no Man Innocent, no not One. 

You will perhaps tell me you never worſhipt 
any other G op, But did you never put your 
Confidence in any Creature, which ſhould 
have been repoſed only in your Creator; or, 
Did you never love a Creature more than 
Him? You will tell me, perhaps, you ne- 
ver made an Image, nor form'd to your ſelf 
the Likeneſs of any Creature to Worſhip in- [| 
ſtead of GOD; but had you never any Man g | 
" BF Perſon in Admiration becauſe of Advantage, / 
as the Apoſtle ſays ? Did you never pay 700 
> WB great a Veneration to Men of like Paſſions 
; BF 7h your ſelves, only upon the account of 
- WF intereſt, or ſome other Motive, thus pay- 
| WF ing that Worſhip to the Creature which 
was due only to the Creator? Did you 
never profane GoD's Holy Name, nor his 
| Sabbath-Day ? Were you never guilty of a 

| Breach of Duty to your Natural Parents, 

or at leaſt to your Governors, and Supe- 
riors, who are all included? If Hating one's 
Brother be Murder, If Looking upon a Wo- 
man with Deſire be Adultery, If ae 
nels 
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neſs be Theft, if Satyrical Jeſting on your 
2 Neighbour's Character be bearing falſe 
f Witneſs, and the want of Content with 
i what we have be Coveting what 1s other 
4 Men's, in plain terms I fear we are all Guilty; 
but more eſpecially , if we take it in the 
| narrower Limitation , which the Apoltle 
| 7a». . v.15. gives us, for he ſays, Mhoſocver is guilty of 
5 the Breach of one, is guilty of all: And if 
| this be ſo, inſtead of ſaying I Fear, I might 

Hay, Iam Sure we are all guilty. 
| Thus in foro conſcientiæ&, in the great Court 
of our own Conſciences, we are Arraign d 
and Convicted; and what have we to ſay for 
our ſelves, why then Sentence of Gop's Ven- 
geance ſhould not paſs upon us equally with 
others? Can we believe it a ſufficient Plea, 
Lord excuſe thy ſervant from this, or that 
Vengeance, for behold there is a greater Cr:- 
minal than J. Alas! Vain Wretch, Wilt thou 
pick up a greater Criminal, than he that 
hath Broken all the Commandments? Wilt 
thou Juſtify thy ſelf before thy GO p, whilſt 
thou doſt appear in nothing but Pollution? 
Or wilt thou exempt thy ſelf from a general 
Vengeance, like a Noah, Daniel, or a Job, by 
an eminent, or an unheard-of Righteouſneſs? 
Suppoſe you can ſay with the Phariſee,/fa/? 
71V1CE 
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r tuice in the week; [give Tithes of all that [is 1: Wi 
© I poſſeſs. Suppoſe you can go a little farther, 1 
hand ſay, I give my Bread to the Hungry, 

and I cover the Naked with a Garment, I pay 
my Devotions conſtantly to my GO p, and 
diſpence my Beneficence amongſt my Bre- 
thren. Tis true, this is undoubtedly a Satis- 
faction within our Breaſts, but there is enough 
to damp it in that one Reproof of our Re- 
deemers, Men you have done all you can, you " 
| have done no more than your Duty, you are m 
| [fill but unprofitable ſervants. . 
d But we will ſuppoſe, for once, that a Reli- 
I gious Charitable Man hath in his time done 
many good Works, that he hath really per. 
formed a great many excellent Acts of Vir- 
tue, and Charity in the World, which ſtand as 
Monuments of his Character among all that 
- W know him: But will he be content to ask his 
U Conſcience, how many things he hath not- 
t withſtanding done , which he ought not to 
t have done; and then tell me, what will be- 
t | 


come of all his boaſted Righteouſneſs: he hath 
done many things he ought to have done, but 
1 how many more hath he done, that he 
ought not to have done? Why he hath only 
Broken the Ten Commandments, he hath 
only Cruc:ifred his Redeemer afreſh by his 
C | Repc- 
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Repetition of unrepented Sins, he hath only 
done Deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, and the 
Motions of the Holy Ghoſt within him , 
moving and inviting him to Amendment. 
And yet (poor Innocence!) when the Hand 
of the LoRD is ſtretched out in Vengeance, 
he hath Impudence to beg an exemption un- 
der this poor colour of Aſſurance, That there 
are greater Sinners than himſelf. 

I hope I have ſaid enough to conyince 
| you, that the moſt Righteous Man upon 
Earth hath Sins enough to juſtify the aveng- 
ing Hand of GoD: And to convince you far- 
4 ther, how little you may depend upon your 
. own Righteouſneſs, the Prophet tells us, 
q Our Righteouſneſs is but as filthy Rags, our 
le ge. Goodneſs but as the Morning Cloud, and as 
| the early Dew it paſſeth away. In ſhort, the 
beſt of all our Righteouſneſs is far from be- 
ing Meritorious of His Mercies, but our 
Sins are ſtill heightening Provocations of his 
juſt and ſignal Vengeance: which leads me 
in the 

Third place to deſcribe, as pathetically and 
lively as I can, the ſeveral Caza/rophe's that 
have befallen particular Perſons, and Fa- 
milies, in this Nation, which is the pre- 
{ent Occaſion of this Solemnity. , 

| | n 
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In my Entrance on this Head, I ought to 
tell you, that what I mean by England, and 
the Families of it, doth extend to our Colo- 
nies Abroad, where ſo great a part of many 


| of our Eugliſh Families are equally concern d: 


and though I could furniſh you from Hiſtory 


with many Inſtances, that would come up 


entirely to our Point, yet ſince the Occaſion 


of this Solemnity is ſo exceeding freſn, I ſhall 


not trouble you with any Particular, that is 
not within the Compaſs of the Memory of 
every One here preſent, that is capable of 
judging for what Intent he comes. It is but a 
ſmall time to look back upon the moſt emi- 
nent of all our Plantations, and we may be- 
hold in it ſo remarkable a Ruin, that nothing 
but the Eyes that ſaw it, and the few Re- 
mains of thoſe that ſurvived it, can be ſup- 
poſed to paint the Tragedy in lively and ex- 
preſſive Colours. 

Do but form to your ſelves a lively Idea of 
ſuch Confuſion, and tell me what diſtract- 
ing Thoughts you may ſuppoſe the People 
in, when the ſinking Part calling out to 
others, ſaw them allo periſh, while they 
were contriving means for their Aſſiſtance; 
Port-Royal in Jamaica is the Place I mean : 
And do but let your Thoughts tread back 

8 the 
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the Footſteps of that melancholly Hiſtory, 
and 1t will quickly appear to your Appre- 
henſions, what a diſmal Farewel the neareſt 
Relations, the moſt endearing Friends, the 
moſt familiar Acquaintance took of each 
other; when as ſoon as you can ſuppoſe 
their Mouths prepared to ſpeak, an imme- 
diate Deluge ſtopt their Requeſt; and while 
they were courting Aſſiſtance from thoſe 
ſuppoſed Friends, their intended Aid is un- 
happily prevented, their Friends being in the 
ſame helpleſs Caſe themſelves. 

To come nearer Home, and in that to look 
no farther back than what the Youngeſt of 
j us can remember: What Miſeries have we 
h fuſtain'd by a Fourteen Years War, in which 
l our Men have been ſo drain'd, there is ſcarce 
a Family that hath not mourn'd the Loſs of 
1 a Son, a Brother, or a near Relation. Nor 
1 hath our Wealth been leſs exhauſted, having 
given ſuch large and never-heard- of Subſidies, 
that, according to * Computation, within 
the Space of a Hundred Years, we have given 
away more than the Fee-Simple of our Na- 
tions Worth: And what is yet a heighten- 
ing Aggravation of this Misfortune, the 


* See the Rental of England zu 7he Tear 1600, by the Author 
sf the Eflays on Ways and Means. 
Want 
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Want of Trade Abroad, and the Dwindling 
of the Prices of our own Commodities at 
Home, (which alone ſhould be ſuppoled to 
ſupport the Burthen of our Taxes) hath 
rendered every conſidering Man perplext, 
and melancholly, at the Apprehenſion of 
what will be the Conſequence in the End. 
The great Remittances both of Men, 
Ships, and Money, however it may be for 
the Honour of our Nation Abroad, that we 
ſend them to the Aſſiſtance of Foreign States, 
believe me, 1s in the mean-while no very 
grateful Reflection to the Subject, while our 
Children and our Families have too ſenſible 
a Loſs of above a Fourth Part of our Eſtates, 
when all Kinds of Taxes are conſidered ; 
while yet however irkſome, however tedious, 
however afflicting theſe Misfortunes are, 
they are ſtill neceflary ; and while I condole 
with you the Burthen we complain of, I 
muſt at the ſame time exhort, and encourage 
you chearfully to pay your Shares : Since it 
is the only means we have left, to preſerve 
our little, happy Iſland from the Encroach- 
ments of Foreign Powers, which would 
otherways make us the Seat of War, in- 
ſtead of being Arbiters between great, con- 
tending Thrones ; and render us an Ace/- 
dama, an abſolute Field of Blood. We 
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We are not now Fighting for our Religion, 
or for our Property, the common Pretences 
of War; but for a Ballance of Power, through- 
out all Europe, and to fruſtrate the Ambition 
of one haughty Monarch, who would fain be 
an Alexander, or a Ce/ar, reign Sole and 
Univerſal Governour, and endure no Equal 
upon Earth. And ſo great is our Concern 
in it, that although neither our Religion, 
nor our Property ſeems to be immediately 
affected, yet they are both included in the 
Succeſs : And it is very well worth your 
while to conſider, as a ſerious and weighty 
Reflection, that a Miſcarriage in the next 
Campaign might very much endanger both. 

To the Misfortunes of War, let us add, 
Secondly, The growing heavy Mrthens of 
our Poor, which can be owing to nothing elſe 
but Idleneſs, and Debauchery, Two heinous 
crying Sins; and hath increaſed ſince the 
War, to above half in half throughout the 
Nation, and bears within this One County 
(to my Perſonal Knowledge) a Proportion 
of one Third Part to our Land-Tax at Four 
Shillings in the Pound. Let us add to this 
the direful Caza/trophe's we may have ob- 
ſerved by frequent Fires, which the Mul- 
titudes of our Briefs, from all Parts of the 
_ Kang- 
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Kingdom, do too amazingly confirm; where- 
in whole Families, nay Streets, and Towns, 
have been together ruind and undone : To 
Day worth many Thouſands of Pounds, to 
Morrow wanting Bread; to Day clad in 
| Silks and Gaiety, to Morrow naked, or hid 
at leaſt with borrowed Garments : at Night 
repoſing ſoftly under a ſplendid gay Pavilion, 
in the Morning glad of the Protection of a 
Barn, or Cottage. Nor mult I] let ſlip this 
Obſervation, That the Houſes of Go have 
Ir had no little Share in the Multitudes of theſe 
y terrifying Flames; a Reflection may awaken 
t us to a Senſe of the too little Uſe we make of 
1 them, and the Danger leſt they ſhould be 
quite withdrawn. 
of But while we ſpeak of Fires, we of this 
ſe City ſhould, of all the Kingdom, be awaken- 
15 ed, having had an Inſtance of ſo melan- 
e cholly a Tragedy, that no Hiſtory records a 
je Parallel. Could I think there were any One 
Y unaffected with an hearty Sorrow, in a Caſe 
n WW where our very Humanity is ſo deeply 
1r I toucht, I might hope to raiſe his Paſſion, by 
is IE repreſenting to him the piteous Moan, you 
b. I may ſuppole the helpleſs Infants made to 
1- IF their diſtracted Parents, who were as deſti- 
1c I fute of Succour as themſelves : And while 
your 
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your Thoughts are repreſenting to you the 
Confuſion of the unhappy Family, it will 
be no ſinall heightening of your Commiſera- 
tion, and Improvement of your relenting 
Pity, to conſider, Whether it more aggrava- 
ted the Torments of the Flames, or did not 
rather leſſen and allay them (by being the 
greater torment of the two) when the mu- 
tual Affection between Husband, Wife and 
Children, might be ſuppoſed to furniſn them 
with utmoſt Sorrow for each other, that 
Affection and Tenderneſs could create; and yet 
find themſelves ſo deſtitute of Aid, that they 
could reſcue neither themſelves, nor others, 
from the mercileſs ſurrounding Flames. 
But this Scene is too melancholly to 
inſiſt upon, and I ſhall therefore haſten 
from it to a later, and more general Cala- 
mity, the Inundation of a contrary Ele- 
ment , and the Dangers ſuſtain'd by the 
Storm. By this we may obſerve, the Al- 
mighty can make uſe of any Creature, as the 
Inſtrument of his ayenging Hand; and it 
will be proper for us to take notice, that 
this Misfortune touches us in the niceſt and 
moſt tender part. The great Thing we have 
always boaſted of, is our Strength of Ship- 


ping; but Gon hath ſhew'n us now, we arc 
not 


E 
not Maſters at Sea, but only by his Leave and 
Providence: The Deſtruction of ſo many 
Towering lofty Ships, with ſo many able 
Seamen, is a Loſs will a long time be felt in 
England ; and it may teach us to put no 
Confidence in any Thing, but our Gop;. 
while we may obſerve, how by One Blaſt of 
his Diſpleaſure, he brings a Judgment both 
on Sea, and Earth, and Ships, and Houſes 
periſh by the ſame Vengeance. Blefled be 
GOD, ſuch was his tender Mercies, that it 
ſeem d a Chaſtiſement of Pity, and a Cor. 
rection of his Love, rather than his Anger; 
ſince the Number by Land was not great 
of them that periſht, but the Quality of 


| ſome of them was ſuch, that makes the 
ſudgment more remarkable ; and may teach 


us, that a Palace, is no more a Protection 


than a Cottage, nor a Peer any more ſecure 


than a Peaſant : It was Gop's Act, and 
we are no farther to enquire into 1t, neither 
are we to ſuppoſe them worſe Men than our 
elves, whom the Lo RD hath thus Viſited ; 
but we muſt acknowledg our ſelves to be all 
Sinners, and that Except we Repent we ghall 

all likewiſe periſh. 
This is the Duty I propoſed to recommend 

to you in the 
D Fourth 
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Fourth and Laſt place, by way of Infe- 
rence from the whole: And this 1s the Buſineſs 
we come here about; it is indeed the par- 
ticular Buſineſs of the Day, and what ought 
likewiſe to be a conſiderable part of our 
Buſineſs in the remaining Circle of our Lives, 
The Motives we have to 1t, are 

Fil, A Conſciouſneſs of our own Guilt. 
I have proved, at large, we are all Sinners, 
even the beſt and pureſt, and F ie Rrghte- 
ous ſcarcely are ſaved, where ſhall the Un- 
godly and the Sinner appear ? 

A Second Motive to our Repentance, is a 
Conſideration of the many Judgments we 
have obſerved. We have no reaſon to ſup- 
poſe any of theſe miſerable Wretches to have 
been greater Criminals than our ſelves, or 
to have contracted fouler Sins: What 
reaſon have we then to hope, that GOD 
ſhould be more Merciful to us than them? 
How then ſhould we dare to he down to 
Sleep, without humbly committing our 
{elves firſt to his Care and Providence? Or 
how ſhall we dare to ſet out from our Beds 
to Buſineſs, without imploring his Pro- 
tection and Aſſiſtance in it? We have all of 
us deſerved the ſame Vengeance, and it is of 
his alone Mercy and Goodneſs that we are | Pr 

| not 
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not equally with them Conſumed. The ſame 
Fire that conſumed our Brethren in this 
City, might have laid the whole in Aſhes: 
We might have ſhared the ſame miſerable 
Fate with them, and have periſht in the 
ſame Funeral Pile, and ſo anticipated the 
general Conflagration. From this 1t was 
not our Foreſight, but His Providence, that 
rotected us; For to us belongs nothing, but 
Shame, and Configſion of Face; but to our God, 
all Honour, Dominion and Glory. The ſame 
Storm which did us ſo confiderable a Damage, 


might as well have Deſtroyed all our Fleet, 


and left our Iſland naked and expoſed to the 
Rage of all our Enemies. The ſame War 


we now groan under, might as well have 


been Inteſtine, and have cauſed us cruelly to 
deſtroy each other : But ſince his Mercy was 


ſo great to ſpare us in all this, let it there- 


fore teach us a timely and ſincere Repent- 


' ance. How great ſoever have been Men's 


Crimes, and how ſad ſoeyer have been Gop's 
Judgments for them, yet Repentance at laſt 
hath ſaved. Conſider the Cale of Never, 
and conſider the repeated Caſes of the finning 
and repenting 7ewws Did Gop ever refuſe 
Mercy to repenting Sinners? No: It is a 
Promiſe to us as Sacred as his Perſon, and 

2 922 what 


(28 ] 


what we may aflure our ſelyes he will neyer — 
violate. 1 
Let it be our Care therefore, that our Re- A 


pentance be in time, and be fincere: To Re- 
pent in time, is now to ſet about it, to ad- 
mit of no Delay, not for a Minute; and to 
Repent, ſincerely is immediately to forſake 
our Sins. Let us ask our Conſciences, what 
we are moſt prone to, and learn with the 
Apoſtle, To lay a/ide every weight, and the 
Sins that do ſo eaſily beſet us: And from this 
preſent Minute give a Bill of Divorce to all: 
So ſhall our Penitence be rendered accept- 
able to our GoD, and effectual to the Re- 
miſſion of our Offences: We ſhall learn in 
time, The Things which belong unto our 
Peace ; and Gop will be intreated for his 
People, that we periſh not amidſt our Sins. 


FINIS. 
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A Short Account of the Dread- 
ful Fire in the City of Wor- 
ceſter, in which a whole La- 


mily,viz. The Husband, Wife, 
and Seven Children, all pe- 
1i/ht in the Flames. Ny 


Hough the Reader will eaſily perceive theReaſon- 
ableneſs of the Application of the following Story 
in the foregoing Treatiſe , yet ſince it happens to 

be an Inſtance local to the City of Worceſter , it may be 
to his Satisfaction, to have a ſhort Account of the un- 
parallel'd Tragedy; eſpecially ſince it comes Atteſted by 
the Magiſtracy of the ſaid City, who were Eye-Witneſles 
to the Direful Misfortune. 

It happen'd that on the 29 of September laſt paſt, about 
Eleven of the Clock at Night, a Fire began in the Houſe 
of One James Collins, a Tallom- Chandler, in the Pariſh of Al. 
Saints in the ſaid City. The time of Year contributed 
no little to this lamented Accident; for under his Wealthy 
Circumſtances, and prudent Management of his Affairs, 
he had early ſupplied himſelf with Store of Winter Com- 
modities for his Trade; all which being moſt eaſily Com- 
buſtible (no doubt) precipitated the Calamity, to the 
great Surprize of the innocent unſuſpecting Family. 

The Store-Houſe for theſe Commodities was his Cellar, 
which being near as large as the whole Extent of his Houſe, 


and 
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and the Fire, as is ſuppoſed, beginning there, the Vio. 
lence of the Flames was thereby enabled to aſſault the 
whole Edifice in every part at once ; by which means the 
unhappy Family were rendered uncapable of ſaving their 
Lives by Flight ; and the Summers being quickly burnt 
aſunder by the contracted Flames, the Chambers and 
Roof fell in within the Walls, in leſs than Two Hours 
from the ſuppoſed time of its Beginning; ſo that their 
Dwelling and Abode, which , under the Providence of 
God, they lookt upon as their Sanctuary, became at once 
the Funeral Pile for a Father, Mother, and Seven Chil- 
dren ; the Youngeſt being brought from Nurſe not many 
Days before. | 
From this Direful Accident one Maid (the only Servant 
in the Family) eſcaped through a lictle Window into the 
Street, thus gladly compounding for her Life with the 
Breach of One Arm, and a large Wound in her Head, with 
many other Bruiſes. And here methinks I can already 
perceive the fond Reader in earneſt Expectation of what 
remarkable Accounts this ſingle Perſon that eſcapt, can 
give of the remaining Sacrifices: It will be natural for 
tum to enquire from ſuch a Deponent, What time the Fa- 
mily went to Bed, and by what Accident ſhe ſuppoſes the 
Fire began; What was rhe firſt Alarm of their Mis- 
fortune, and what Inſtances of Confuſion ſhe might ob- 
ſerve in their diſtracted Cries and Geſtures? But he may 
quickly reſolve himſelf, that her own Confuſion was too 
great to admit of Curioſity ; and if he expects a Satis- 
faction in theſe Niceties, his own Fancy muſt ſupply the Re- 
lation; as to the two former Queries, ſhe gives indeed ſome 
little Account of them, viz. That the Family were all in 
Bed before Eleven of the Clock, without any Suſpicion of 
Danger, and that her Maſter and his Eldeſt Daughter wete 
the laſt obſerved to be in the Cellar that Night ; but this 
avails little to the Reader's Satisfaction, and what 1 
(* 


UI. 

— 1 ſhe pretends to give, is all confuſed and im- 
rfect. 

"My Province at this time leads me no farther than the 

hare Relation of Matter of Fact, and that ſuch only as 

ſhall come thus Atteſted ; for which reaſon I ſhall trouble 

the Reader only with theſe Obſervations : 

Firſt, That of all the unhappy Family that periſht in 
the Flames, none was either ſeen or heard (but the Mo- 
ther ata Window) making any Complaint or Noiſe. 

Secondly, That the Nature of the ſeveral Combuſtibles 


being of ſuch violent and immediate Force, as Piteh, 'T arr, 


Honey, Roſin, Oyl, Candlewick, & c. it might be eaſily ſup- 
poſed to Suffocate the reſt of the Family, almoſt as ſoon 
as it was perceived, (being all aſleep) and by that means 
prevent their otherwiſe exceſſive Out- cries. 

Thirdly, That the Situation of the Houle being ſo much 
in the Corner of a Street, that ſcarce One Third Part of 
it was contiguous to any Building; this Poſition , 
with the precipitated Falling in of the Roof, and Cieling, 
was, by God's Providence, the chief Cauſe of its ſpeedy 
Extinction; for by this means while the raging Flames 
would have laid hold on the Neighbouring Houles, they 
were all depreſt by the Weight of the falling Roof, which 
confin'd them within the Limits of the Cellar-Walls, and 
gave leave to the Engines (which, by the Diligence of our 
Magiſtrates, were by that time applied) to extinguiſh, in 
a very little time, and with very little more Damage, 
what might otherwiſe have been of fatal Conſequence 
to our whole City. 

Thus, by the wonderful Providence of God, was the reſt 
of our Town preſerved, while the miſerable State of thoſe 
that periſht is of that double Uſe to us, that it incites us 
both to Penitence, and Thankſgiving ; to Penitence, leſt 
we alſo Periſh; to Thankſgiving, in that we are yet alive, 


and capable to ſolicite Mercy; while we are obliged by 
utmoſt 
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utmoſt Charity, on the behalf of thoſe our Brethren, to ſup. 

1 poſe of them, that the God that can deliver out of the Flames, 

1Cor.3. v.15. that can ſave by Fire, that knows how to recompence the 

Tel. 14. v. 14. Affliction of his Saints, hath plentifully repaid their Suffer. 

ings, hath already given them a Morning of Joy, for 

their Night of Heavineſs, and Sorrow; and that their 

Torments here, however exquiſite, and afflicting, are all 

abſorpt in Pleaſures ; and forgotten, as though they had 

6/41 pings through their Glory which is already Re- 
vealed. | 
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E do believe this to be a gu/t Account, 
| and the moſt exat in every par- 
ticular, the Circumſtances of ſuch Confuſion 
would admit of. | 


JOHN WALL, Mayer. 
ROBERT MILNER, Hib- Alder man. 
FRANCIS HAINS, Alder man. 


WILLIAM WALKER, Ser , 


